W b
Y \35‘; "?’

Issue 9 « Spring 2026

Collinsville Quarterly

The Newsletter for Collinsville Business Owners

It is officially spring and there is already so much happening in the City.
Groundbreaking on the new Fire Station 2 was held on March 19", Construction of the
shared use path and storm sewer improvements on Summit Avenue - completely grant
funded - are underway and City Council just approved two new pieces of interactive
public art that will be installed by June 30™.

These investments enhance quality of life and make Collinsville a more desirable place
to live, visit, and do business. We know construction can be challenging at times and
we appreciate your patience. If you would like to stay up to date on major projects
happening around the City, please visit our GIS Development Portal. As always, thank
you for being part of the Collinsville business community.

Affirming Therapy LLC Heritage SBG

Another Level Hauling & Clean Up HRB Tax Group

Balanced Recovery Counseling La Fiesta Mexican Bar & Grill
BHMG Engineers, INC. LRHMakeup

Blinko Ball Re-Find Relics

Cast Construction Southwestern Il Board of Realtors
Championship Catering, LLC The Law Office of Dillon Borri LLC
Cold Stone Creamery Unwind & Design

Definitive Home & Design Wilder Water Filtration LLC
Gators Louisiana Kitchen Yova's INC, LLC

The Wedge - Leadership Lunch and Learn Series

Did you know The Wedge in Alton not only offers flexible work spaces but also a variety
of low-cost classes geared toward developing leaders? Upcoming classes include the
Leadership Lunch and Learn Series:

DISCover Your Leadership Style: Friday, April 10 - 11:30am - 1:00pm
Applying Your Style for Greater Impact: Friday, May 8 - 11:30am - 1:00pm
Working with a Multi-Generational Workforce: Thursday, June 18 - 11:30am - 1:00pm

SIUE Small Business Development Center - Free Classes

The SIUE Small Business Development Center also provides numerous educational
sessions for entrepreneurs, business owners, and operators. Follow the SIUE SBDC
Facebook Page to stay up to date on all events:

Business Start-Up Bootcamp: Every Thursday in April - 5:00pm -7:30pm

Starting Your Small Business in lllinois: Thursday, May 7 - 11:00am - 1:00pm
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Save the Date

Just Between Friends

April1 -4
Gateway Convention Center

Fairmount Park Opening Day
April 14
Fairmount Park Racetrack

Creating Keepsakes Scrapbooking
Convention

April 17 - 18
Gateway Convention Center
Kentucky Derby
|\ N
Fairmount Park Racetrack
Empty Bowl
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Gateway Convention Center
Collinsville Aqua Park Opening Day
May 23
10 Gateway Dr
Memorial Day Firework Festival
May 24
Collinsville Aqua Park and Eastport Plaza
Memorial Day
May 25
City Offices Closed in Observance
Horseradish Festival
June5-6
Uptown
DIECON
June5-7
Gateway Convention Center
Juneteenth Parade

June 19
Uptown - City Offices Closed in Observance

Catsup Bottle Festival & Great Race

June 20
Uptown


https://www.collinsvilleil.org/departments/parks-recreation/activities-events/memorial-day-weekend-fireworks-celebration
https://fairmountpark.com/horse-racing/
https://www.gatewaycenter.com/event/creating-keepsakes-scrapbooking-convention
https://www.gatewaycenter.com/event/creating-keepsakes-scrapbooking-convention
https://www.collinsvilleil.org/departments/parks-recreation/collinsville-aqua-park/aqua-park-hours
https://fairmountpark.com/horse-racing/
https://www.collinsvilleil.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/9936/18?curm=5&cury=2026&widgetId=50
https://www.gatewaycenter.com/event/www-gatewaycenter-com-event
https://bhmg.com/
https://www.cast-construction.com/
https://championshipcatering.com/
https://www.coldstonecreamery.com/stores/24385
https://definitivehomeanddesign.com/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Gators-Louisiana-Kitchen/61587324209395/
https://heritagesbg.com/
https://www.hrblock.com/tax-office-near-me/illinois/collinsville/12653/?srsltid=AfmBOoodIg6uZanxoSYShb1_1Hs6fxW-ftUhxVrP7-oKM011ABi6aYBr
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.facebook.com/p/La-Fiesta-2-Mexican-Restaurant-61585818953835/&ved=2ahUKEwiY4JzhxsqTAxVQ4ckDHZvoE9wQFnoECA8QAQ&usg=AOvVaw03Qj02G5QWnEc0VJz7Zjt0
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.facebook.com/p/La-Fiesta-2-Mexican-Restaurant-61585818953835/&ved=2ahUKEwiY4JzhxsqTAxVQ4ckDHZvoE9wQFnoECA8QAQ&usg=AOvVaw03Qj02G5QWnEc0VJz7Zjt0
https://lrhmakeup.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/25387192554294190/
https://www.sibrealtors.com/
https://dillonborrilaw.com/
https://designunwind.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wilder-water-filtration-llc/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.yovaspermanentjewelry.com/
https://thewedge.space/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/discover-your-leadership-style-tickets-1983989131901?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/discover-your-leadership-style-tickets-1983989131901?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/discover-your-leadership-style-tickets-1983989131901?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/applying-your-style-for-greater-impact-tickets-1983989734704?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/applying-your-style-for-greater-impact-tickets-1983989734704?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/applying-your-style-for-greater-impact-tickets-1983989734704?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/working-with-a-multi-generational-workforce-tickets-1983991666482?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/working-with-a-multi-generational-workforce-tickets-1983991666482?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.facebook.com/SBDCMetroEast/
https://www.facebook.com/SBDCMetroEast/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbuff.ly%2Fl06a64Q&h=AT6Jgii2WRCwQ_OXptfmbT6Y2CnnNjfuA4mz-H87CWb0zqANlHqVNYvd72cN9v2ubFTO8lQYUmyYJhn6XIcUoxKdxxU1NBgqZ7Zky8yhvv5FomXX3DhGS2CSmYU8CBMmoPMIV-Bp4Mndn5P9N_kxv7EOqBFQePk6&__tn__=-UK*F&c[0]=AT4jgF6cLBCA3LiZ0G-L_3x3tXQLyOhxCs1xXXElotKu4vWoodDer4P1P_x3cIhBeYeUk5KZjeeDqlQldNoDpuDmKnMRN6EvuSmuy7GMgbHQJwq8GcMa7HHQZETli7utrnGoSZiEefURTvT6M0p_EbxqB9AtDUlQqVmCFxfcO_dwzdd7eo6hrVPS0ezTZBCtj1ABhGcI1HS5lw0szsgEm8nCQA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbuff.ly%2Fl06a64Q&h=AT6Jgii2WRCwQ_OXptfmbT6Y2CnnNjfuA4mz-H87CWb0zqANlHqVNYvd72cN9v2ubFTO8lQYUmyYJhn6XIcUoxKdxxU1NBgqZ7Zky8yhvv5FomXX3DhGS2CSmYU8CBMmoPMIV-Bp4Mndn5P9N_kxv7EOqBFQePk6&__tn__=-UK*F&c[0]=AT4jgF6cLBCA3LiZ0G-L_3x3tXQLyOhxCs1xXXElotKu4vWoodDer4P1P_x3cIhBeYeUk5KZjeeDqlQldNoDpuDmKnMRN6EvuSmuy7GMgbHQJwq8GcMa7HHQZETli7utrnGoSZiEefURTvT6M0p_EbxqB9AtDUlQqVmCFxfcO_dwzdd7eo6hrVPS0ezTZBCtj1ABhGcI1HS5lw0szsgEm8nCQA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbuff.ly%2FFzYHyy0&h=AT4Av0UN0GlBTxVK3nje_VIhWyYQ5Fd1Myg-RnYkh-ui8eCbr91ruF42ZwveIOr4rv06BXBFRuI9y8ZS_4CLSug9tHFUYGVAU2jNCLLB8_7tdkSChPcwQQtu-TtFUTlugyiGRSeulGswRZUpQVvt_BhZ8F1x_5d1&__tn__=-UK*F&c[0]=AT6aOuQNeQALZP-o9KeEnk2ZGG90VEo6nIfTaWrKdk5bYBNMrcUy84nYFUFTiOcHXOXInl1boP3x5nA_nzowabNd1hScsUst6oC4MOEnHdJXmsja1OPhcC5swu7ioOuFhjxEsIwo21Vx0vd85OrTBZ7gMhBZu9t5wLnyTBAG4Q
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbuff.ly%2FFzYHyy0&h=AT4Av0UN0GlBTxVK3nje_VIhWyYQ5Fd1Myg-RnYkh-ui8eCbr91ruF42ZwveIOr4rv06BXBFRuI9y8ZS_4CLSug9tHFUYGVAU2jNCLLB8_7tdkSChPcwQQtu-TtFUTlugyiGRSeulGswRZUpQVvt_BhZ8F1x_5d1&__tn__=-UK*F&c[0]=AT6aOuQNeQALZP-o9KeEnk2ZGG90VEo6nIfTaWrKdk5bYBNMrcUy84nYFUFTiOcHXOXInl1boP3x5nA_nzowabNd1hScsUst6oC4MOEnHdJXmsja1OPhcC5swu7ioOuFhjxEsIwo21Vx0vd85OrTBZ7gMhBZu9t5wLnyTBAG4Q
https://ilsbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/41581
https://ilsbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/41581
https://ilsbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/41691
https://ilsbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/41691
https://ilsbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/41686
https://ilsbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/41686
https://collinsvillefoodpantry.org/events
https://colgisportal.collinsvilleil.org/portal/apps/sites/#/public-portal/apps/7568c7f604454a67be2159aace081ed0/explore
https://www.gatewaycenter.com/event/diecon-2026
https://www.collinsvilleil.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/9938/18?curm=6&cury=2026&widgetId=50
https://internationalhorseradishfestival.com/
https://www.collinsvilleil.org/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/10483/18?curm=6&cury=2026&widgetId=50

Advantage lllinois Program

Established in 2009, the Advantage lllinois Loan Program was designed to
improve business owners’ access to capital. Advantage lllinois provides both
collateral support and, in many cases, a reduced blended loan rate. The program
can be used to fund new or refinance owner occupied real estate and equipment.
Advantage lllinois Financing for Socially and Economically Disadvantaged
Individuals (SEDI) provides up to 50% of the loan or $2 Million, whichever is less,
at a low fixed rate of 2.00% APR while the remaining portion of the loan is at
traditional bank interest rate. The resulting blended interest rate is fixed for up to
7 years and is available for women, veteran, or minority owned businesses, as
well as businesses located in rural or economically disadvantaged markets. To
learn more, contact these participating Collinsville financial institutions:

First National Bank of Waterloo @ 618-345-1121
FCB Banks @ 618-346-9000
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Empty Bowl Needs Collinsville Business Participation

The Empty Bowl will be held Wednesday, May 6 from
11:00am to 2:00pm at the Gateway Convention Center.
The event proceeds benefit the Collinsville Food Pantry.
There are many ways your business can participate and
have fun with your staff at the same time:

The Empty Bowl
Collinsville
Attend! Gather your staff for a meaningful team lunch!
Tickets may be purchased in advance for $15 or at the
door for $20 each.

Bring extra $1 bills to vote in the “Favorite Soup” competition, too!

"A Simple Soup Lunch”

Serve up your best soup! Soups donated by restaurants, licensed vendors,
organizations, and businesses, are the highlight of the event. Gather your crew and
compete for year-long bragging rights in the “Favorite Soup” competition. You will
also receive 2 complimentary advance tickets, and a business card size ad in the
Empty Bowl - Collinsville 2026 Program Ad Book. Deadline is Wednesday, April 22.

Purchase a program ad! Not a chef? Not a problem! Four different ad space sizes
are available in the 2026 Program Ad Book to show your support and promote your
business. Ad deadline is Wednesday, April 22.

Donate! There are two ways to donate:
1. Contribute an item, gift card(s) and/or services for the “Helping Hands
Grab Bags”. Grab Bag deadline is April 22.
2. Make a monetary donation by May 5 and be included on the “Donation
Wall of Bowls.”

Spread the word! Help the Food Pantry reach everyone in the community by
sharing information about the event in your store windows, bulletins, newsletters,
marquees, and social media

To get involved, contact empty.bowl.collinsville@gmail.com or 618-910-1646

Buy Tickets
HES
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Make a Donation
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Gateway Convention Center
Hospitality Mailing

Gateway Convention Center events bring
many visitors to Collinsville, and often
these Vvisitors impact our businesses,
especially hotels, gas stations, and
restaurants. While the extra business is
valuable, it can catch businesses off
guard.

The Hospitality Mailing is a bi-monthly
report with the dates and estimated
attendance of upcoming events at the
Gateway Convention Center.

To subscribe, email Gateway Director Jamie
Lane at jlane@collinsvilleil.org and type
“Hospitality Mailing” in the subject line.

Business Resources
Business Licenses/Registrations:

Community Development Dept.
618-346-5200

Economic Development:
Jessica Short, Asst. City Mgr./
Economic Development Mgr.
618-346-5200 x 1155

Planning & Zoning:
Caitlin Rice, Senior Planner
618-346-5200 x 1138

Collinsville Chamber of Commerce

lllinois Dept. of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity

Republic Services

Ameren Economic Development Dept

SIUE Small Business Development Center

QUBStiOﬂS, Gomments, We hope the content of this newsletter is meaningful and worth your time. Please share your feedback and

suggestions with us by emailing jshort@collinsvilleil.org

Suggestions?



https://square.link/u/0MeILe8S
https://dceo.illinois.gov/smallbizassistance/advantageillinois.html
mailto:jlane@collinsvilleil.org
mailto:jshort@collinsvilleil.org
mailto:jshort@collinsvilleil.org
https://www.collinsvilleil.org/business/licensing/business-license
mailto:commdevfd@collinsvilleil.org
https://www.collinsvilleil.org/departments/economic-development
mailto:jshort@collinsvilleil.org
https://www.collinsvilleil.org/departments/community-development/planning-and-zoning-division
mailto:cerice@collinsvilleil.org
http://www.discovercollinsville.com/
https://dceo.illinois.gov/
https://dceo.illinois.gov/
https://dceo.illinois.gov/
https://www.republicservices.com/
https://www.ameren.com/illinois/company/business-partners/economic-development
https://www.siue.edu/business/sbdc/
https://www.siue.edu/business/sbdc/
https://dceo.illinois.gov/smallbizassistance/advantageillinois.html
https://www.fnbwaterloo.bank/collinsville-banking-center/
https://www.fcbbanks.com/
mailto:jlane@collinsvilleil.org
mailto:jlane@collinsvilleil.org
mailto:jlane@collinsvilleil.org
mailto:jlane@collinsvilleil.org
mailto:jlane@collinsvilleil.org
mailto:jlane@collinsvilleil.org
mailto:jlane@collinsvilleil.org
mailto:jlane@collinsvilleil.org
https://square.link/u/0MeILe8S
https://checkout.square.site/merchant/ML0N4WY5W4XYA/checkout/FQGOW3A7Q6PBVDRATR2ZUQN4?src=webqr
mailto:empty.bowl.collinsville@gmail.com
https://square.link/u/0MeILe8S
https://checkout.square.site/merchant/ML0N4WY5W4XYA/checkout/FQGOW3A7Q6PBVDRATR2ZUQN4?src=webqr

	Issue 9  • Spring 2026
	Collinsville Quarterly
	The Newsletter for Collinsville Business Owners
	Save the Date
	DIECON

	Greetings!
	Welcome New Businesses
	Training Opportunities
	The Wedge - Leadership Lunch and Learn Series
	SIUE Small Business Development Center - Free Classes


	Advantage Illinois Program
	Established in 2009, the Advantage Illinois Loan Program was designed to improve business owners’ access to capital. Advantage Illinois provides both collateral support and, in many cases, a reduced blended loan rate. The program can be used to fund new or refinance owner occupied real estate and equipment. Advantage Illinois Financing for Socially and Economically Disadvantaged Individuals (SEDI) provides up to 50% of the loan or $2 Million, whichever is less, at a low fixed rate of 2.00% APR while the remaining portion of the loan is at traditional bank interest rate. The resulting blended interest rate is fixed for up to 7 years and is available for women, veteran, or minority owned businesses, as well as businesses located in rural or economically disadvantaged markets. To learn more, contact these participating Collinsville financial institutions:
	First National Bank of Waterloo @ 618-345-1121
	FCB Banks @ 618-346-9000

	Empty Bowl Needs Collinsville Business Participation
	The Empty Bowl will be held Wednesday, May 6 from 11:00am to 2:00pm at the Gateway Convention Center. The event proceeds benefit the Collinsville Food Pantry. There are many ways your business can participate and have fun with your staff at the same time:
	Attend! Gather your staff for a meaningful team lunch! Tickets may be purchased in advance for $15 or at the door for $20 each.
	Bring extra $1 bills to vote in the “Favorite Soup” competition, too!
	Serve up your best soup! Soups donated by restaurants, licensed vendors, organizations, and businesses, are the highlight of the event. Gather your crew and compete for year-long bragging rights in the “Favorite Soup” competition. You will also receive 2 complimentary advance tickets, and a business card size ad in the Empty Bowl – Collinsville 2026 Program Ad Book. Deadline is Wednesday, April 22.
	Purchase a program ad! Not a chef? Not a problem! Four different ad space sizes are available in the 2026 Program Ad Book to show your support and promote your business. Ad deadline is Wednesday, April 22.
	Donate! There are two ways to donate:                1. Contribute an item, gift card(s) and/or services for the “Helping Hands                    Grab Bags”. Grab Bag deadline is April 22.               2. Make a monetary donation by May 5 and be included on the “Donation                    Wall of Bowls.”
	Spread the word! Help the Food Pantry reach everyone in the community by sharing information about the event in your store windows, bulletins, newsletters, marquees, and social media
	To get involved, contact empty.bowl.collinsville@gmail.com or 618-910-1646
	Buy Tickets                          Make a Donation

	Subscribe to the  Gateway Convention Center Hospitality Mailing
	Gateway Convention Center events bring many visitors to Collinsville, and often these visitors impact our businesses, especially hotels, gas stations, and restaurants. While the extra business is valuable, it can catch businesses off guard.
	The Hospitality Mailing is a bi-monthly report with the dates and estimated attendance of upcoming events at the Gateway Convention Center.
	To subscribe, email Gateway Director Jamie Lane at jlane@collinsvilleil.org and type “Hospitality Mailing” in the subject line.


	Business Resources
	Business Licenses/Registrations:          Community Development Dept.          618-346-5200 Economic Development:           Jessica Short, Asst. City Mgr./           Economic Development Mgr.          618-346-5200 x 1155 Planning & Zoning:           Caitlin Rice, Senior Planner          618-346-5200 x 1138
	Collinsville Chamber of Commerce
	Illinois Dept. of Commerce and  Economic Opportunity
	Republic Services
	Ameren Economic Development Dept
	SIUE Small Business Development C﻿enter
	Questions, Comments,  Suggestions?


