Public Health Notice FAQ’s

· Is Collinsville’s finished tap water safe to use?
· EPA and City of Collinsville recommend all residents filter their tap water before using it for drinking or cooking to reduce your exposure.
· Certified filters known for removing PFAS:
· Granular Activated Carbon
· Reverse Osmosis (RO)
· Anion Exchange 
· Water is safe for washing clothes and bathing or showering.

· What is/are PFAS?
· PFAS refers a group of man-made chemicals that are spread easily and break down very slowly. They are present throughout the environment – soil, water, and air.
· The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) calls them “forever chemicals.”
· High concentrations of and long exposure to PFAS chemicals are linked to health problems in humans.
· For the potential health impacts, refer to the IEPA PFAS fact sheet.
· https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/water-quality/pfas.html

· Public health notice was mailed April 2025.
· Test results of our raw ground water show levels of PFAS above the recently adopted “Class 1 Groundwater Quality Standard.”
· These new standards were published April 11th, 2025.
· PFAS standards are in their infancy, and so are the testing and treatment methods.
· The Right to Know Act mandates notices be provided to the public informing them of important information.
· The new standards published on April 11th, 2025, triggered the Right to Know Act and a public health notice was issued.
· Collinsville has publicly displayed PFAS testing results since testing began on the city website and in the annual water quality report, the Consumer Confidence Report (CCR).





· Is Collinsville the only community experiencing PFAS in its water?
· No.
· 50% of public water supplies have detected PFAS in Illinois.
· 17% of public water supplies have detected levels above the new standard.
· The EPA has identified over 2,700 source-water sites with detectable levels of PFAS in the U.S.


· What are some of the challenges communities are facing with PFAS?
· Widespread Contamination
· PFAS have been found in drinking water in nearly every state.
· High treatment costs
· Removing PFAS is difficult and costly, will cause major rate increases.
· Unfunded Mandates
· There is not enough federal or state funding to cover upgrades.


· What steps are Collinsville taking to reduce future risks?
· We are actively working with engineering consultants to install specialized PFAS removal systems.
· We are hopeful the new PFAS treatment systems will be operational by early 2029. – This is as fast as it possibly can happen, since this is a large project.


For more information, visit the Collinsville website, water department page:
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